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Deafway is a registered charity. We have 

been based in Preston for over 100 years. We 

work with deaf people locally, nationally 

and in the developing world.         

Wherever we work, we are committed to 

identifying and removing the barriers that 

prevent deaf people from achieving their 

true potential and from participating fully 

in all aspects of life. 

  

A GUIDE TO LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL 

‘Working to achieve equality of access and opportunity for Deaf people in every area of life’ 

Thank you for considering leaving us a gift in your Will. By remembering Deafway in 

your Will you can help to ensure that we can continue with the good work we do. 

Of course your family and loved ones will come first but it can also be very satisfying to 

know that some money is going to help people who are less fortunate. In addition, 

leaving a legacy could mean that you avoid an Inheritance Tax bill of 40% of your estate. 

This leaflet gives a simple guide to making a Will and briefly introduces some of our 

work. 

Many people feel that making a Will is too complicated, too expensive or just too final 

and so put it off until it is too late. Making a Will is the only way to ensure that your 

wishes count, if you don’t your friends and family could be faced with a financial and 

legal muddle. Not leaving a Will means the state could take everything; your 

partner may not automatically receive all or even part of your estate. Therefore, 

writing a Will and revising it at appropriate times in your life is really important. 

Writing a Will can be a life affirming experience. Leaving money to your chosen 

charity can be intensely satisfying. Leaving your mark in this way rightly makes 

you feel good about yourself but also has major financial benefits for you and 

your family.  

We respect that it is your decision and we will never ask you to disclose how 

much you intend to give to us. 
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At the core of our work is a passionate belief 

in the positive role that sign language; the 

deaf community and deaf culture can play in 

the lives of deaf people. 

We have one of the most qualified and 
experienced groups of staff and managers 

working in this field to enable us to achieve 
our mission. 

  

Any gift that you leave to charity in your Will is exempt from Inheritance Tax. The rate of Inheritance Tax is 40% on anything 

above the threshold (£325,000 in 2015) but the rate may be reduced to 36% if 10% or more of the estate is left to charity. 

Furthermore, if that gift takes you below the threshold for Inheritance Tax then the remainder of your estate will avoid a tax bill. 

(More information at https://www.gov.uk/inheritance-tax/overview) 

  This figure may seem high but when you consider current property prices more and 

more people find themselves reaching this threshold. What better incentive to make a 

charitable donation could there be than keeping control of where your money goes? 

Making a Will is usually straightforward, but we do urge you to seek legal advice. If 

you already have a Will, you can simply make a Codicil (amendment) to your existing 

Will. 

DIY Wills are not a good idea and visiting a solicitor who will give you professional 

advice and help you avoid the pitfalls is by far the best option. It is also the only option 

that will give you the peace of mind that your Will is a legally binding document. 

The cost of legal advice for making a simple Will is less than you think—

usually around £150. 

If you don’t already have a solicitor you could ask a friend or relative to 

recommend one. Alternatively follow these guidelines to find solicitors in 

your area who are members of the law society: 

www.lawsociety.org.uk/choosingandusing/findasolicitor.law 

Society for Trustees and Estate Practitioners (STEP) - 0207 838 4885 

You can save time and money by getting a few facts and figures ready before 

you see the solicitor. Why not follow this simple guide before you make an 

appointment with a solicitor.   

https://www.gov.uk/inheritance-tax/giving-to-charity-to-reduce-an-inheritance-tax-bill
https://www.gov.uk/inheritance-tax/overview
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Asset Checklist  

(What you own) 

House Price (present value) 

Antiques/Paintings 

Household Contents 

Vehicles 

Jewellery 

Savings 

Bank/Building Society 
Accounts 

Stocks, shares, bonds 

Unit Investment Trusts 

Life Assurance 

Other Savings 

Pension benefits 

Any other assets? 

Total Assets = £ ____ 

A Simple Guide to Making a Will 

Follow the simple steps below and reduce the time spent drawing up your Will and lower your 

legal fees. 

 

1. Work out the value of what you own 

First make a list of your assets and liabilities, and estimate what each is 

worth. 

Assets are everything you own such as property, possessions, savings 

and investments. 

Liabilities are anything that you owe, such as an outstanding 

mortgage, loans and other debts. Your estate is the sum of all your 

assets minus your liabilities (what you owe). 

Use the checklists on this page to work out the total sum of your 

property, money and possessions. 

Subtract your total Liabilities from your total Assets for the value of 

your estate        

The Value of my/our estate is £………              

Liabilities Checklist  

(What you owe) 

Credit Card Debts 

Outstanding Mortgage 

Loans/HP Agreements 

Overdraft 

Outstanding Tax 

Total Liabilities 

Credit Card Debts 

Any other debts? 

Total Liabilities = £____ 
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We provide residential care for members of 

the deaf community who have additional 

needs. Our residents come to us from all 

over the UK. For some, we offer a home for 

life for others the aim is that they will 

progress to independent living. 

Our activities co-ordinator has put together 

an extensive programme which will enrich 

the lives of the people living in our 

residential care. Your legacy could help this 

programme and others like it. 

 

2. Decide ‘who gets what’ 

Next, think about who you would like to benefit from your Will—these individuals are known as your ‘beneficiaries.’ They may 

include family and friends and causes dear to you. Write down their full names and addresses. Decide what type of gift (described 

later in this document) you would like to make to each, and the amount. 

 

3. Choose your executors 

Executors are people you appoint to carry out the instructions in your Will and to administer your 

estate. Obviously, it is important that they are people who you trust to act responsibly, efficiently and 

tactfully. Executors can be friends, family members and/or professionals. They can also be 

beneficiaries of the Will. Four executors is the maximum. It’s sensible to have at least two. With one, 

you run the risk that they may not be able to act for you for some reason. 

Often, people appoint one family member and one professional.  The latter may 

charge a fee, which will be deducted from your estate. 

4. Solicitors and Witnesses 

Visit your chosen solicitor with your checklist of assets and liabilities and 

full details of your chosen beneficiaries. 

Once your Will is written you must sign it in front of two witnesses, who 

cannot be beneficiaries of your Will. 

Your solicitor will normally arrange the signing and witnesses for you. 
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Your will could help us support 

deaf children in some of the 

poorest countries in the world to 

learn a language and go to school. 

 

5. Keep your Will safe 

Once you have drawn up your Will, it is essential to keep it in a safe place. Tell your executors where they can find the original. 

Your solicitor often keeps the original Will, with a copy for you to retain at home. 

6. Keep your Will up to date 

It is essential to regularly update your Will. Over the years your circumstances 

may change and this needs to be reflected in your Will, for example: - 

You may divorce, separate or remarry, there may be new additions to your family 

or someone whom you wish to benefit from your Will may die; inflation may 

decrease any pecuniary gifts you have made (Leaving a percentage rather than a 

fixed amount is one way to avoid this.); your assets may increase or decrease; and 

of course your wishes may just change over the years. 

7. Changing your Will 

If any circumstances described in your Will are incorrect the courts can declare it 

invalid so it is essential that changes are made when necessary. If any changes 

need to be made to your Will it should be fairly straightforward. 

Visit your solicitor, and ask him or her to draw up a Codicil (this is an addition to 

your existing Will). This will be drawn up for you and then it must be signed and 

witnessed just like your original Will. 

A Codicil is a good way to add an additional bequest without affecting the other provisions 

in your Will. We have provided a Codicil form you on pages 12 and 13 of this document. 
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We have been working in Nepal since 2000 
to give deaf people access to language, 
education and hope for the future. 

Nepal is one of the poorest countries in the 
world and life for deaf children and adults 
can be absolutely without support or hope 
of any kind.  

Try to imagine the isolation and frustration 
a child is forced to live with if he/she had no 
one to communicate their needs or fears to 
and no opportunity to gain a language with 
which to do so in the future. 
 
£1800 pays a teacher in Nepal for a full year. 

 

 

Types of Legacy 

There are several ways in which you can leave gifts to both your loved ones and 

your favourite causes.  

The following are the most common: - 

Pecuniary Legacy 

This is a gift of a fixed sum of money or monies stated in your Will. 

Remember that inflation will erode the value of such a gift over time, so it is a good 

idea to review pecuniary gifts regularly.  Leaving a percentage share rather than a 

fixed amount is one way to avoid this particular problem.  

Residuary Legacy 

The residue is what is left of your estate after all other debts; expenses and gifts 

have been deducted. 

The residue can be left in its entirety to one person or charity, or you may choose 

to divide it amongst a number of beneficiaries. 

A residuary legacy will increase or decrease with the value of your estate. 

Specific Legacy 

This is an individual item of value such as property, jewellery, antiques or 

paintings. 
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Life for older deaf people in 
Nepal who have never been 
given the opportunity to 
acquire sign language is as 
negative, as excluding and 
as isolating, as it is for deaf 
children in the same 
position. 

Imagine what life is like 
living to old age with no 
language beyond the most 
basic of gestures. 

Your legacy could help us 
deliver vital education, care 
and support to older and 
vulnerable deaf people in 
the Kathmandu Valley. 

 

Reversionary Legacy 

This allows you to leave assets to be used by a named beneficiary during their lifetime, after which 

the assets pass to a named other; for example a charity of your choice. 

Conditional Legacy 

This is a gift where you have specified that something must happen to allow the gift to be received. 

For example you may leave a sum of money to Deafway provided it is used for a particular aspect 

of our work e.g. to support deaf people in the UK. We would then have to evaluate the condition to 

ensure we could comply with it before accepting the gift and your executors would also have to be 

sure we could comply before handing the gift to us. 

Wording for Wills 

We strongly recommend that you use the services of a solicitor when drawing up your 

Will in order to ensure that your wishes are clearly and legally laid out. It is very simple to 

leave a gift to Deafway in your Will. If this is something you are considering—thank 

you. 

You may find the wording on the next few pages and our Jargon Decoder (on page 11) 

helpful when drawing up a new Will or adding a Codicil to your existing Will. 

A Residuary Legacy 

Generally this kind of legacy is of greatest benefit, as its value increases in line with the 

value of your estate. 
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Through deaf arts, culture and heritage 

we work with both deaf and hearing 

people to fight ignorance and prevent 

discrimination.  

For example, we toured an exhibition 

entitled ‘Deaf Gain’ which showcased 

positive aspects of being deaf, such as 

using sign language and being part of 

a community. 

In each venue an event was hosted by 

a successful and inspirational deaf 

adult – such as a celebrity cook, an 

Olympian and a children’s television 

presenter. 

You could help us to fight for better 

access and opportunities for Deaf 

people for many years to come. 

 If this is the kind of legacy you would like Deafway to benefit from then the following clause 

is suggested: - 

I give a …% share of (or all of ) the residue of my estate to Deafway, Brockholes Brow, 

Preston, Lancashire, PR2 5AL (Registered Charity Number 1089918) to be applied for its 

general purposes, and I direct that the receipt of the Treasurer or other duly appointed officer 

shall be sufficient discharge for my Executors or Trustees.  

A Pecuniary Legacy 

This is a specified sum of money determined when the Will or Codicil is written. A sample 

clause is shown below if you would like to leave this kind of legacy: - 

I give to Deafway, Brockholes Brow, Preston, Lancashire, PR2 5AL (Registered Charity 

Number 1089918) the sum of (amount in figures and words) to be applied for its general 

purposes and I direct that the receipt of the Treasurer or other duly appointed officer shall 

be sufficient discharge for my Executors or Trustees. 

Additional clause for Residuary/Pecuniary Legacies 

If you have a particular area of Deafway’s work in mind then the following wording may 

be of help and may be added on to either of the clauses on the previous page. In order to 

ensure we are able to meet your requirements, it would be helpful if the area could be 

defined as broadly as possible (for example with reference to our UK work or our overseas 

work rather than a specific site or article) 

… and I express the wish without creating a binding trust or legal obligation that the 

monies if possible be used towards …. and I further desire that if the said Deafway are 

unable to fulfil this wish then I leave it to them to allocate the monies to whatever they 

consider to be the most urgent project at that time. 
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Thank you taking an interest in Deafway and for 

thinking of the needs of deaf people when considering 

who may benefit from your Will. Your legacy to 

Deafway will change the lives of deaf people locally, 

nationally and in some of the poorest areas of the 

developing world. 

Thank you for making a difference. 

 

David Hynes – Chief Executive. 

“…it made me who I am today, it gave me a 

strength….stronger than I ever was before, it helped me to 

believe in myself more. I didn’t give up easily like before 

and it has made me keep trying until I ran out of energy! It 

made me feel positive about my future.” 

Emilie, Deaf Volunteer  

We work with partner organisations to ensure that Deaf 

people are getting an equal deal. For example we’ve 

worked with Voluntary Services Overseas and the 

International Citizenship Service to organise youth 

exchanges for deaf young adults between the UK, Nepal 

and the Philippines. 

Your gift could help remove barriers for future 

generations of deaf people. 

 

Codicil 

If you have already made your Will but would like to change a Clause, either by replacing it 

completely or by adding Deafway as a beneficiary; it is may be possible to execute a Codicil 

to reflect your wishes.   

We do recommend that you use the services of a solicitor for the correct wording.  However, 

the form on pages 12 and 13 may be used if you wish to add to a pecuniary legacy.   

For residuary legacies this wording may not be applicable, therefore please consult your 

solicitor. 
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Will-Writing Jargon Explained 

Absolute Interest— a Legal term to confirm that something is given without any 
conditions 

Administrator— this is the person who will sort out your affairs if you don’t have a Will 

Beneficiary—a person or organisation who benefits from your Will 

Bequest— a gift you leave in your Will 

Codicil—a separate document used to add to or amend your Will 

Conditional/Contingent Legacy—a gift in your Will that carries a condition 

Discretionary Legacy—a gift in a will that someone else has the discretion as to how it is 
used 

Estate—possessions, property and money left after debts have been paid 

Executor—the person(s) you choose to ensure that the instructions in your will are 
carried out. 

Inheritance Tax—Tax (40%) payable if your estate exceeds HM Treasury threshold.  

Intestacy—passing away without a will, certain relations can apply for your estate. If 
you have no relations the state will apply. 

Legacy—gift to person/organisation 

Testator—a person who has made a legally valid will 

 

Legatee—a person or organisation who will receive a gift 

Life Interest—a gift to a named individual for use in his or her lifetime 

Pecuniary Legacy—a fixed sum of money left as a gift to a person or organisation 
in your Will. 

Probate— official proof of a will’s validity. (If the value of the estate is more than 
£5000, a grant of probate must be applied for by the executors who can then 
administer the will and distribute the estate according to your wishes.) 

Residue— possessions, property and money after debts and gifts 

Residuary Legacy— a gift of all or part of your estate after all debts and other gifts 
have been made 

Specific Legacy—a gift of a particular named item. 

Testator—person who has made a will 
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Codicil Form (page 1 of 2) 

This form may be used if you wish to add Deafway to a pecuniary legacy. For residuary 

legacies this wording may not be applicable, therefore please consult your solicitor.  

Please complete and sign this form in front of two witnesses. Witnesses may later be 

required to give evidence as to the validity of your Will/Codicil. Therefore, a witness 

cannot be a beneficiary or the spouse of a beneficiary under a Will/Codicil. Executors 

should also not act as Witnesses. Each witness must attest and sign your Will/Codicil in 

your presence. They must do so after you have signed or acknowledged your signature, 

in ink at the end of your Will/Codicil. 

You fill in this part 

I (full name) ______________________________ 

of (your full address and postcode) 

____________________________________________________________ 

declare this to be the (first, second or appropriate number) ______________ 

Codicil to the Will I made on the date (in words) ______________________________ 

1. I leave to Deafway, Brockholes Brow, Preston, PR2 5AL, registered charity 

number 1089918 to be applied for its general purposes... 

i) [ ] (please tick) the sum of (amount in figures and words)  

£  ________________________________ 

ii) [ ] (please tick) a ____% (write the percentage) share of the residue of 

my estate.  

iii) [ ] (please tick) all of the residue of my estate. 

 

2. I leave the following objects or articles (write a description of each object)  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Free of the expense of delivery, to Deafway, Brockholes Brow, Preston, PR2 5AL, 

registered charity number 1089918 for its general purposes. 

 

3. [ ] (please tick) I wish that any donations given in lieu of flowers at my 

funeral, be given to Deafway, Brockholes Brow, Preston, PR2 5AL, registered 

charity number 1089918 for its general purposes. 
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Codicil Form (page 2 of 2) 

 

 

4. I confirm that the other aspects covered in my Will and any other Codicils are 

correct.  

Signed (your signature) ____________________ Date (today’s date) _____________ 

By providing our signatures below we confirm that we have together in our joint presence 

witnessed the above named sign and date this Codicil. 

   

 

 

 

  

First Witness 

Full Name: 

________________________________ 

Address:  

________________________________ 

Postcode: 
________________________________ 

Occupation: 
________________________________ 

Signature: 
________________________________ 

Date: _______/_________/_______ 

(day, month, year) 

Second Witness 

Full Name: 

________________________________ 

Address:  

________________________________ 

Postcode: 
________________________________ 

Occupation: 
________________________________ 

Signature: 
________________________________ 

Date: _______/_________/_______ 

(day, month, year) 

If you would like to let us know your intentions, please just fill in this form and return it to us at 

Deafway, Brockholes Brow, Preston, PR2 5AL or by email to info@deafway.org.uk. 

We respect that it is your decision, we will keep this decision confidential and we will never ask 

you to disclose how much you intend to give to us. 

My name is __________________________________and I have chosen to leave a legacy to Deafway. I 

would/ would not (delete as appropriate) be happy to be contacted about this. 

I would prefer to be contacted by telephone [ ], email [ ] or [ ] post (please tick as appropriate.  

My address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

My telephone number: _______________________ 

___________________________________ 

 

Telepohone: 

mailto:info@deafway.org.uk
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